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occurs in this four-times complicated tale." She begged of him
not to spoil her trade, and to show her such respect as her ex-
ternal conduct should deserve.
chapter XV.
next morning Wilhelm went to visit Frau Melina; but found
her not at home. On inquiring here for the other members of the
wandering community, he learned that Philina had invited them
to breakfast. Out of curiosity, he hastened thither; and found
them all cleared up and not a little comforted. The cunning crea-
ture had collected them, was treating them with chocolate, and
giving them to understand that some prospects still remained for
them; that, by her influence, she hoped to convince the manager
how advantageous it would be for him to introduce so many clever
hands among his company. They listened to her with attention;
swallowed -cup after cup of her chocolate; thought the girl was
not so bad after all; and went away proposing to themselves to
speak whatever good of her they could.
"Do you think then," said our friend, who stayed behind,
" that Serlo will determine to retain our comrades ?" " Not at
all/* replied Philina; "nor do I care a fig for it. The sooner
they are gone the better ! Laertes alone I could wish to keep :
the rest we shall by and by pack off."
Next she signified to Wilhelm her firm persuasion that he
should no longer hide his talent; but, under the direction of a
Serlo, go upon the boards. She was lavish in her praises of the
order, the taste, the spirit, which prevailed in this establishment:
she spoke so flatteringly to Wilhelm; with such admiration of his
gifts, that his heart and his imagination were advancing towards
this proposal, as fast as his understanding and his reason were
retreating from it. He concealed his inclination from himself
and from Philina; and passed a restless day, unable to resolve on
visiting his trading correspondents, to receive the letters which
might there be lying for him. The anxieties of his people during
all this time he easily conceived; yet he shrank from the precise
account of them; particularly at the present time, as he promised
to himself a great and pure enjoyment from the exhibition of a
new piece that evening.
Serlo had refused to let Mm witness the rehearsal.    "You

